
 
               Verdi’s IL TROVATORE 
 
SAN ANTONIO TROVATORE 
“Verdi’s IL TROVATORE is pure melodrama, an opera told 
through glorious, often demanding music. If the cast is strong it 
is easy to bask in that music and that was the case at the Lila 
Cockrell Theatre for Teatro Lirico D’Europa’s performance. 
Artistic Director and Stage Director, Giorgio Lalov assembled 
an impressive ensemble including a full orchestra and chorus. 
The find of the evening was baritone Nicolai Dobrev whose 
powerful steel edged instrument perfectly reflected the 
menacing Count De Luna. Tatiana Sparacino revealed an 
enormous, well schooled dramatic voice as Azucena. Bronzed-
voiced Rouemn Doikov hit his stride as Manrico, the 
troubadour. Topolov led a responsive, nicely balanced orchestra 
and the performance had more than the expected share of 
musical bright spots.”   
                  SAN ANTONIO EXPRESS NEWS 
                                 Diane Windeler 
 
SYRACUSE, NY -  TROVATORE 
VOICES SOAR IN VERDI OPERA  
“IL TROVATORE is a celebration of the human voice, Verdi 
composed the opera to showcase four basic vocal types, and the 
principal roles are challenging! The four central characters 
should be well- matched in vocal capability. In this Teatro 
production the four leads were evenly matched in voice quality. 
Azucena, the gypsy is one of the juiciest roles in the opera 



canon. Tatiana Sparancino sings the role with passion and 
expression. 
Her voice is warm in the lower register and bright in the upper. 
Manrico, Roumen Doikov brought a powerful smooth tenor to 
Verdi’s challenging music. His work with Sparancino at the end 
of Act II and again as he confronts her in the face of death in 
particularly moving. Nicolai Dobrev’s baritone was particularly 
effective as he expressed “the tempest in his heart.”  The chorus 
played a prominent role and this chorus does solid work, 
especially on the “Anvil Chorus” and the beautifully sung “Nuns 
Chorus.”          SYRACUSE POST STANDARD  
                                         Susanne Connelly 
 
SYRACUSE TROVATORE 
“A finely sung production of Verdi’s IL TROVATORE (hosted 
by Syracuse Opera). Teatro Lirico’s singers are wholeheartedly 
passionate, straightforward, and musically accurate, and their 
chorus work is exceptional, easily the envy of larger less 
itinerate companies. As Azucena, Tatiana Sparancino was 
outstanding. Her second act despription of her mother’s death at 
the stake was appropriately bloodcurdling, dramatically 
plausible and sung with a fine juxtaposition of contralto chest 
tone and the high Gs of a dramatic mezzo. The role of Manrico 
was beautifully sung by Roumen Doikov. He gave a ringing 
account of the celebrated and demanding cabaletta “Di quella 
pira” complete with high Cs. The Leonora of soprano Melania 
Isar was musically accurate, her “D’amor sull’ alle rose” was 
beautiful. Nicolay Dobrev’s Count di Luna’s Act IV cantilena of 
love for Leonora was lyrical and note-perfect. IL TROVATORE 
abounds with ensembles and it was here that the vocal 
excellence of this company repeatedly showed itself. Maestro 



Topolov gave a fine reading of the score from the pit. Upstate 
operagoers should not miss Teatro Lirico’s next appearance a 
year from now with a new production of Mussorgsky’s BORIS 
GODOUNOV which promises to ne a highlight of the opera 
season in this region.” 
           ITHACA JOURNAL - Stephen Landesman 
 
BOSTON TROVATORE 
“Teatro Lirico D’Europa has arrived again at Boston’s Majestic 
Theatre this time with Verdi’s IL TROVATORE to remind us 
that big voices singing big music never goes out of style. Tenor 
Roumen Doikov offered a ringing, heroic Manrico, possibly the 
best I’ve heard live in years or even decades! Nicolay  Dobrev’s 
di Luna was big-voiced and sonorous, and so was Sparancino’s 
Azucena. Melania Isar (Leonora) displayed the kind of instincts 
that are essential Verdi style, principally the ability to launch 
and shape a long, expansive phrase. That’s a rare commodity 
today and these singers ALL have it as well as conductor 
Topalov and the excellent orchestra and chorus. Artistic 
Director/Stage Director Giorgio Lalov’s direction was no 
nonsense.” 
            THE BOSTON HERALD - T. J. Medrick 
 
BOSTON TROVATORE 
“Teatro Lirico D’Europa has taught us to look for basic musical 
values that are often skimped on. Teatro Lirico has a very good 
orchestra and its chorus produced a thrilling sound. Alexi Ivanov 
delivered Ferrando’s opening narration with plenty of blood and 
thunder but also elegance. Tatiano Sparancino made a vivid 
Azucena, singing with imagination, dignity and fire. Her voice 
has presence and shading. The company’s star tenor Roumen 



Doikov was first rate Manrico, singing with beauty of tone and 
finesse of phrase, lofting a pair of 
ringing high C’s in “Di quella pira”! 
                  BOSTON GLOBE - Richard Dyer 
 
NEW BRUSNWICK TROVATORE 
“Simply grand! Teatro Lirico delivers a splendid IL 
TROVATORE. In a few short years Teatro Lirico D’Europa has 
become the vendor of choice in this area for traveling opera. No 
one else comes near the approximation of grand opera on the 
road than this company. Thursday at the State Theatre in New 
Brunswick, NJ the company directed by Giorgio Lalov offered a 
splendid new production of Verdi’s IL TROVATORE that was 
as fine a production as any American regional company might 
present.”  NEWARK STAR LEDGER - Willa J. Conrad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


